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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East 
Grinstead and its environs The town has a long history and a unique archi-
tectural heritage 9  entrusted for the time being to the hands of our generation. 
It should be our concern that such contributions as we in our turn make are 
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, films and visits. It pro-
duces a bi- annual Bulletin of articles of local interest and a more frequent 
Newsletter. In 1969 it produced a report on the High Street Conservation Area 
which was well received as the basis for future policy. It is also very active 
in making representations to the local authorities on planning matters. With the 
re-organisation of local government its importance as a watchdog has increased. 
It has held six exhibitions, published a book of reminiscences, a town trail and 
three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs of the town, restored the 
churchyard railings, planted trees on King George's Field, presented a seat to 
Sackville College and established a Town Museum in conjunction with the Town 
Council. 

The Society is registered as a charity. It is registered with the Civic Trust, 
a member of the Sussex Federation of Amenity Societies and Local History Soc-
ieties and affiliated to the Sussex Archaeological Society.. A copy of its con-
stitution is available on request. 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to re-
present public opinion; the larger its membership the greater its influence. 
The subscription is £1 a year (additional members in the same family 25 new 
pence, persons in full-time education 25 new pence), to be renewed every year 
on 1 January, except by those joining on or after i October. Subscriptions, pre-
ferably by banker's order, should be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, East 
Grinstead. 

PRESIDENT 	G.JOHNSON SMITH, M.P. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 1980-81 

Chairman 	C.E.HARTLAND, A.A.Dip., F.R.I.B.A., M.R.T.P.I. 
Vice-Chairman M.J.LEPPARD, M.A. (Press Correspondent, Editor) 
Hon. Treasurer H.J.LILLY, A.I.B,, A.C.I.S. 
Hon. Secretary Miss G.V.F.EMMENS 

J.N.CARPENTER, C.Eng., M.I.C.E., M.I.Struct.E.; B.W.DIVALL; 
J.GALEY; D.G.JOYCE, F.R.JB.A.: Mrs R.A.MICHEL; D.T.MILLE1, B.A.; 
P.D.WOOD, F.R.I.C.S. 

All official correspondence should be sent to the appropriate officer, do 

Barclays Bank, East Grinstead. Subscriptions should be sent to the Treasurer, 
changes of address and queries about subscriptions to the Membership Secretary, 
correspondence about the Museum, matter for the Bulletin or Newsletter and re-
quests for publications to the Vice-Chairman, all other correspondence to the 
Secretary. 

Permission to reproduce anything from the Bulletin must be sought from the 
Editor. Unsigned contributions are the work of the Editor or officers. Opinions 
in signed articles are not necessarily those of anyone but their authors. 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	 No.30 Spring 1981 

1DTTOPT AT, 

Once again the Bulletin is dominated by our local history interests, but not un-
fittingly when it is our sad duty to begin it with the obituaries of two people, Mr. 
C. W. Goolden and Mr. R. T. Mason, who pursued those interests in different but 
complementary ways, both of equal importance in the work this Society has to 
perform: the one an enthusiastic collector of the memories of the elderly and of 
local bygones, the other a scholarly student and interpreter of our past. Our 
Society enjoys a good reputation for the standard of its contributions to the study 
of local history. As part of our obligation to those who will work over the same 
ground in time to come our historical articles are, from this issue, being backed 
up by a more comprehensive apparatus of references to sources than has hitherto 
been the case. 

COVER PICTURE 

Did you recognise it? It's recently been in the news, for a serious fire, 
but much extended since this photograph was taken (by the late Mr D.F.Merrett). 
It is the 'Old' Feibridge Hotel, built in 1922 on a virgin site by Major T.Stewart 
Inglis, F.R.I.B.A., D.S.O., who for some years ran it as resident proprietor. 
Our picture shows it in the early 1930s when it had already begun to be extended. 
Later Inglis took over and rebuilt the Roebuck at Wych Cross on similar lines. 

CORRIGENDA: BULLETIN 29 

STREET SIGNS: Two lines of the original text fell out of the item under this head-
ing. What appeared as the third sentence should have been two, thus: The 
Edwardian type appears to have lasted as late as the Copyhold Estate of the 

early 1920s but what we may call the ' George V'  variety is to be found on the 
Sackville Estate of the mid-1920s: large black letters on a white ground with a 
black border almost touching the lettering. The next variation is a larger sign 
with black letters on a white ground but quite a wide margin between the lettering 
and the black border. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS Page 14, paragraph 6, line 5 should read 1 57 boys and 67 
girls' the same as in the previous line. 

BULLETIN 19 (May 1976): p.13 John Bodle, junior, shoemaker should read John 
Bartholomew, junior, shoemaker. 

NEXT BULLETIN: Bulletin 31 should appear in the Autumn. All contributions to 

Mr M.J.Leppard by 24 July, please. 

APOLOGIES have been received from a neighbouring society for unauthorised use 
of an article in one of our Bulletins. 

PUZZLE PUZZLE PUZZLE PUZZLE PUZZLE PUZZLE PUZZLE PUZZLE PUZZLE 

'A cardinal point, the act of a dog as expressed by the Psalmist of the Tempter, 
and five sixths of a command at sea' (from 'An Aenigmatical List of Sussex 
Towns' in the Sussex Weekly Advertiser, 27 September 1773). Junior members 
are invited to send in the answer; there will be a modest prize for the first 
correct one received. 
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CHARLES WILLIAM GOOLDEN, 1939-1981 
	

E.G.S.C. 

The death on 21 February of our Committee member and one-time Vice-
Chairman Mr C.W0Goolden is a very real loss to our Society, the more so for 

being caused by a terminal illness in the prime of life. 

Charles, an agricultural engineer, first became associated with the Society 
in 1971 when he and we were both concerned at the domolition of the Pottery. 
He was able to ensure the preservation of many surviving artifacts and tools, as 
well as a large collection of glass negatives found on the premises (see Bulletin 
7, September 1971). He was at the forefront of our campaign for a Town Museum, 
took a leading part in the work of bringing it into being and its administration, 
and generously loaned it many of the items salvaged from the Pottery and other 
local craft bygones and agricultural implements that he had collected over the 
years. Before that he had organised our 1974 exhibition on Old Local Crafts and 
in 1975 undertook all the work of our ambitious share in the West Sussex County 
Record Offices photographic survey of the county. in 1977 he organised our 
Jubilee project, restoring the railings of the parish churchyard. He also organ-
ised the printing of our postcards, many of which were taken from his original 
negatives, and represented the Society on the inner relief road consultative 
corn mittee. 

From the start Charles was an indefatigable supporter of all our activities, 
never missing a meeting of members or the Committee (to which he was first 
elected in 1973) or any of the sub-committees unless absolutely obliged to do so 
by illness. He was always prepared to attend day-time meetings or to travel on 
our behalf and he never shirked long or hard physical work on our projects. His 
enthusiasm, indeed, was almost boyish, with a strong desire to further our in-
terests and involve others in them. 

Charles was well known to a great number and variety of people over a large 
area around the town and already something of a character'. Like all charac-
ters he could be difficult and he could be endearing, but it is the endearing side 
that will be remembered. So will the extent of our debt to him, for he was so 
involved in every aspect of our work that his contribution to every one of our 
activities will be properly appreciated only now that he is no longer here to con-
tinue it. 

By his desire those items which he had loaned to the Museum are to stay there 
and will be joined by some others and so the Committee has decided (as most 
readers will know by now) that the best way to recognise our debt and to perpet-
uate his memory is a memorial fund to be applied to the better care and display 
of those objects which were his. Contributions may be sent to the Charles 
Goolden Memorial Fund, c/o Barclays Bank. 

BAPTISTS: The imminent demolition of Providence Chapel, now that its congrega-
tion has migrated to Zion Chapel, reminds one that, of all the churches in East 
Grinstead, this seems to be the only one on which nothing has been written, W.H. 
Hills contenting himself with the information that the Chapel was built in 1891 9  as 
stated on its facade. It may be worth recording, therefore, that the congre-
gation had evidently formed before 1891 9  for Providence Chapel is listed in Steer's 
1886 directory somewhere in the stretch of London Road between Queens Road and 
Railway Approach and a Baptist meeting room is recorded in 1885 in East Grinstead 
and its Environs, p.10. 
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MR R.T.MASON 
	

P. D. W. 

It is with great regret that we record the death, earlier this year, of Mr R.T. 
Mason, well known to many of our members as a great authority on timber framed 
vernacular architecture. 

His interest in old buildings was first aroused, then encouraged, by his work 
in the surveyor's department of the old Godstone Rural District Council, where he 
spent most of his working life. For more than 40 years a stream of articles and 
papers flowed from his pen, culminating in his two books, Framed Buildings of the 
Weald and Timber Framed Buildi ngs of Erigian, which brought him a national re-
putation. 

He was a familiar lecturer at evening classes, and many of us will remember 
hearing him on those occasions and admiring the splendid pictures, and sometimes 
the clouds of smoke, emitted by his vast antique projector. 

He had supported our Society on many occasions indeed he was one of its 
founders and spoke to good effect at the inaugural public meeting. He contributed 
to the Bulletin' and his encouragement was always on hand in those early days 

His two important articles on the timber framed houses of East Grinstead 
appeared in the Sussex Archaeological Collections of 1939 and 1940 (vols 80 and 
81). Many others have appeared since then and his meticulous investigations and 
the typology that he constructed from them have laid secure foundations for all 
future study. 

Never too busy to write a helpful letter and never too remote to help those 
whose knowledge was less than his, he will be very much missed indeed. Our 
sincere sympathy goes to Mrs Mason. 

''Severals', Bulletin 4 (September 1970), p. 17 . 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (oont'd) 

vol.53 (1910) p.118 local reference In Cuckfjeld will, 1557 
p.206 goods at Brambletye Chapel, temp. Edward VI 

vol.54 (1911) pp-272f. 1623 pew case and Alfrey genealogy 

vol.55 (1912) pp.9f. Lord Colchester and Church tower 

p. 79  17th century Quakers 
p116 E.G. in Rape of Pevensey and Deanery of Lewes at one time 

o171 Forest Row Church plate, p.177 St Swithun's ditto, p.178 St 
Marys ditto 
p.228 Alan Carr, Vicar of E.G. 1614-37, career, 
p.232 Robert Crayford, Vicar 1658-71, ditto, 
p.263 John Saywell, Vicar 1670-86 ditto, 
p.269 Edward Topsell, Vicar 1610-14 7  ditto. 
p.276 Thomas Frere of E.G., 1592, genealogy and patronage 
pp.312f. W.D.Scull, Ashdown Forest in 1632' 

vol.56 (1914) pp.xxiv,204 Cromwell House drawing 
pp.1-12 Depositions In church courts, 1580-1640 
p.144 Inquest at E.G., 1590 
pp.196f. E.G.Church plate 
p.206 Review of Sckvifle College by F.HIll 



6 THE OLD ROADS 

by P.D.Wood 

Everybody in 
East Grinstead 
knows Old Road, 

tucked away be-
tween College 
Lane and the re-
lief road, but how 
many would recog-
nise it in the top 
picture here? 

This is a 
watercolour by J.L. 
Bourne, painted 
about 1826, just 
about the time when 
the present Lewes 
Road was being 
laid out. The Old 
Road, for 700 years 
or so the only en-
trance to the town 
from the east, is 
shown running up 
to the High Street 
in a steep cutting, 
with the end of 
College Lane join-
ing it just beyond 
the horse and cart. 
A cottage can be 
seen at the junction, 
half hidden behind 
the hedge and bank. 

On the extreme left, up in the High Street, is the end of the Rose beerhouse. 
The parade of shops opposite Porch House had not then been built. All the old 
cottages lining the top of College Lane were pulled down soon after this picture 
was painted and the ground thrown into Sackville College garden. The cutting 
was filled in and College Lane carried over the top and joined to the New Road, 
the present A22, all at the instigation and expense of Earl De La Warr. 

The lower picture shows the New Road, the present Lewes Road, on a winter's 
day about 100 years ago. The figures in the foreground are standing just at the 
present entrance to Sackville School. The post and rail fences across the middle 
of the picture show the line of the new Tunbridge Wells railway; where they cross 
the road is now the inner relief road roundabout. The near field on the left now 
contains the Herontye housing estate and the further one Fairfield Road. 
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Still very much a country town was East Grinstead in those days, but the orange 
street lamps, the thundering lorries, the swarms of schoolchildren - they are al-
most there, you can feel them coming. How will it look in another hundred years? 

LOCAL CLOCKMAKERS 	 by M.J.Leppard 

(Previous articles: Bulletins 10 (September 1972), pp.8f.; 11 (January 1973), p. 
14; 13 (Autumn 1973), p.4; 19 (May 1976), p.14.) 

The stray parish records recently acquired by the Town Council (Newsletter 9) 
have provided the name of a hitherto unknown local clockmaker, Richard Cornish, 
who in 1693 entered into a bond to maintain the clock in the parish church for ten 
years. This is the earliest known record of a clock at the church, and Cornish 
predates our hitherto earliest known clockmaker, Nicholas Bodle, by 21 years. 

Richard Cornish was baptised 1 January 1666, son of Robert and Anne Cornish. 
This Robert was described as blacksmith at his first marriage in 1656 (i) and is 
also recorded as a blacksmith in 1684 when he took an apprentice (2). At that 
time blacksmiths often did work on clocks and both father and son seem to have 
worked on the church clock at Edenbridge, where the following entries occur in the 
churchwardens ? accounts: 
1688 To Robert Cornish for ye Dyall 2s. and 1716 To Richd Cornish for turning of 
ye Church-Clock into a pendall according to agreement £3.5s,, (3). The place 
from which they came is not stated but the next entry quoted for 1716 is £2 to Mr 
John Cooper of East Grinstead for gilting the dial plate so it is unreasonable to 
doubt that these Cornishes are ours. 

It is very interesting that in 1686 and 1687 one Robert Cornish was paid for work 
on the church clock at Battle (4). It is hard to believe that the people of Battle 
would have sent to East Grinstead for help when clockmakers were well established 
in many nearer towns. More work on the family tree and on the records of other 
parishes near us is obviously called for. We shall be glad to publish any infor -

mation received. 

REFERENCES: (I) Parish register. (2) 'W-Sussex Record Office PAR 348/33/1/23. 
(3) H.L.Somers-Cocks and V.F.Boyson, Edenbrid 	(1912), pp.2109213.  (4) E.J. 
Tyler in Sussex Genealogist and Local Historian, vol.2, no.4 (March 1981), p. 158  
and private communication. 

REVIEW: W.H.Irvine, Methodism in. East Grinstead, 1881-1981 (40 pp., 5 photo-
graphs) is a thorough, briskly written account of a cause that began with meetings 
in the Public Hall in 1878, derived from the appropriate records and the memories 
of members. It supplies a lack in published work on local churches and has par-
ticularly valuable appendices of ministers, trustees and membership figures. The 
general story is much as one would expect but it is notable that the greatest growth 
has been since the last war (though nothing like the rate of increase in population) 
with a peak in 1970 and only a slight falling off since. Today it seems one of the 
most vigorous and structurally well-equipped churches in the town. (On p.o 
Armenian is an unfortunate misprint for Arminian; p.36 the Borough of East Grin-
stead was not coterminous with the parish but was part of it until effectively abol-
ished in 1832; p.40 the present St Barnabas V Church dates from 1975). Copies 82 
n.p., inc. postage, from Mr Irvine, 39 Campbell Crescent. 	 M.J.L. 



18 LONDON ROAD 

by M.J.Leppard 

The recent re-
m oval of the N.S.S. 
from 18 London 
Road has drawn  

attention to a shop 
that had for some 	 iI 
80 year: been held 

 by a succession of 
newsagents and 
stationers whose 	 -. - 

involvement with 	 -- 

the production ofL ~ INI -ON  RAI ?:G ~INS-IEAI I. . 	 • 
, 	* Q 1 	- local picture post- 

cards this article seeks to chronicle, for a knowledge of their names and dates is 
a valuable aid to dating their card: and so also the information on the changing 
local scene that their picture: convey. Some errors in the press coverage of 
the move will be tacitly corrected at the same time. 

The earliest dated reference to a stationer there so far traced is H. Daniels 
in 1902 (1). In c.1897 Daniels' business was in the High Street, established half 
a year (2). Many of the photographs he published were the work of William 
Harding (3). He also produced some 'giant size' postcards printed in Luxembourg. 

By 1909 P.E.Tombs had taken over the shop (4). He too published postcards 
but so far only two have been recorded. 

By 1911 A.C.Taplin had taken over (5). The photograph above is a postcard he 
sent to B.B.Taplin of Brighton. Under the picture he has written 'People unable 
to get in, still they come' and on the back 'This is a picture of my shop 7 or 8 
years ago, full inside as you see. Shall have some better photos later after re-
painting & my name in gilt letters. The rooms over are now empty. I am trying 
to let one as an office, the others I can use for my stock.' Unfortunately the 
message cannot be dated because there is no stamp or postmark; the card must 
have been sent in an envelope. No cards of his have been traced. 

By 1914 he had been succeeded by one Raven, as in the picture opposite (6). 
In 1915 J.C.Williams was there (7) and in 1916 Hollingdale and Williams (8). 
None of these seem to have published postcards. 

Then G.Hollingdale carried on the business alone. Postcards of his are known, 
the earliest so far traced posted 21 July 1921 and showing his name on the shop. 
He was still there in 1923 (9) but by 1928 the N.S.S. had arrived (10), to stay 
for over fifty years. As far as one can tell they did not publish postcards. 
The shopfront remained unchanged from that shown here until very recent years. 

Any information that readers can supply to supplement or correct these notes 

will be welcome. They will aid the task, of which this article is the provisional 
firstfruits, of building up detailed dated information on all our local postcards 
and their photographers, publishers and sellers. 



REFERENCES: (I) Stamp on photograph of coronation decorations. (2) W.T. 
Pike & Co's Views & Reviews ... East Grinstead. (3) See Bulletin 18 
(January 1976), pp.8112.  (4) Advertisement, Official Guide. (5) Sussex 
County Handbook, p. 405 . (6) Frith postcard 66750. (7) Advertisement, 
parish magazine, March. (8) Dixon's Almanack & Directory. (9)  E. 
Grinstead Civic League & Enquiry Bureau Directory. (io) Cullen Is Directory. 
(All postcards and photographs mentioned have been seen in private collections.) 

THE EAST GRINSTEAD OBSERVER 
	

by M.J.Leppard 

Congratulations to the Observer on its centenary, and on its escape from 

sudden death. Taking up an invitation to write it an article on the town over 
the last hundred years (printed 16 April) was rewarded with a generous do-
nation to the funds of the Town Museum, for which we are grateful. That 
issue also contains a good account of the paper's 20th century history. What 

follows is an attempt to correct and amplify the early history of the paper in 
our Bulletin 23 (Jan-1978). 

On 23 March 1881 a Crawley auctioneer, George Simmins, issued the first 
number of his Weekly Advertiser, soon known as 'The Squeaker', perhaps in 
contrast to the Times ('The Thunderer'). On (or before) 15 April 1882 it be-
came two papers, one subtitled the Sussex and Surrey Courier, the other the 
East Grinstead Observer. Soon their subtitles became their main titles and 
they were taken over by Farncombes of Lewes (probably May or June 1882), 

with local offices in the High Street, do Maplesden, printer, and Lambert, 
newsagent. In 1894 Farncombes acquired the London Road premises still 
occupied by the Observer from Prosser & Co. who had earlier taken over the 

newspaper and printing business of Edward Steer, probably in 1892 when the 
title of his paper changed. Steer had erected the building in 1891 as his mono- 
gram on the front still shows. 

(Information from various back numbers, present staff, British Library news-
paper catalogue and undated Prosser 's prospectus in Town Museum) 
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THE ROSE AND CROWN 	 by M.J.Leppard 

An article on the Railway Hotel in Bulletin 28 (Spring 1980) promised this 
sequel, for both once belonged to Nalder & Collyer the Croydon brewers, infor-
mation from whose records has been generously communicated for our use by 
Mr Herbert Shaw. Additional information comes from the deeds of the property, 
which Messrs Ind Coope kindly permitted me to examine in 1963, from an article 
in the !ast Grinstead Observer of 31 Dec. 1948 and from other sources as indic-
ated. 

It is first recorded as the Rose in 1781 (1) 9  as the Rose & Crown in 1841 (2), 
after which date the two names tend to be used indifferently. From at least c. 
1716 the tOWflVS  arms have been regarded as a rose and crown (3), no doubt 
based on the red rose of the Duchy of Lancaster, of which East Grinstead was 
once part. Both names could therefore have a common origin and it is probably 
easier to regard the Rose as a simple abbreviation, as still in current usage, 
than to essay any more complicated explanation. 

A lease of 1887 styles it'formerly a public house but now and for some 
years past used as a beerhouse (4), i.e. licensed to sell nothing stronger 
than beer. This change of status was paralleled in other local inns at the end 
of the 18th century (cf. the Green Dragon, p. 12 below), one of the effects of the 
towns decline at that time. Accordingly 19th century directories tend to list 
the occupants as beer retailers without naming the sign. It was not until Feb-
ruary 1949 that a full licence was again applied for (5). 

The first recorded holder of the Rose, Martin Hoath, is styled victualler in 
1781 (1) and 1794 (6), so he was supplying a full range of food and drink. A 
list of former occupants in a lease of 1865 (7) names Mary Beeching before 
Martin Hoath but we do not know if she ran the premises as an inn. She was 
buried 27 Nov. 1772 as a widow (8). Hoath died 7 Nov. 1827 aged 82 (9). 

The Church Rate Book for 1824 (with later corrections) lists Martin Hoath 
for premises valued at £61101- but this is deleted and Thomas Soper appears 
later for premises 'late Martin Hoath to the same value (io). This could 
refer to the Rose, for in 1841 Thomas Soper appears as holder of a beershop 
(ii), but he is not named in the 1865 deed; however, 'Draper' listed in 1948 
as licensee before Pobgee (5) might be a misreading of his name. 

William Pobgee, listed as a beer retailer in directories for 1832 (at 
Ashurst Wood (12) ) and 1839 (no place named (13)), was at the Rose & Crown 
in 1841(2). His widow, Susan, was there from 1845 (14) to 1861, when she is 
described as beershop and lodging house keeper, aged 77, with her daughter, 
grandson and 9 lodgers (15)0 It was then an old-fashioned cottage, with 
leaded windows, ... known as Pobgee s beershop' (16), providing pretty basic, 
rough and ready accommodation for the poorest classes, to whom the sisters of 
St Margaret's frequently took custard puddings, soup, gruel and other 'nour-
ishment' (17). It was patronised too by navvies working on the railway to 
Tunbridge Wells and they were responsible for some real rough houses' (5). 

By then, according to the 1865 lease, Henry Kneller had succeeded Mrs 
Evershed, the successor to Mrs Pobgee. By 1874 he had progressed to the 
Swan at Forest Row (14). The next recorded occupant, in 1886 (18), is Henry 
Hand, who served as sergeant-instructor with the local volunteers between 
1870 and 1878 (19). In 1895 Edmund Wood is named (14). 
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In 1896 Mrs Edwards arrived and, after the death of her husband (presumably 
George Edwards, buried 12 July 1898 aged 32 (20)), married in 1900 Leonard G. 
Gasson. He was still the licensee in 1948, when he recalled what it was like in 
1900: no closing hours and working from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. (5). 

The Rose was first leased to Nalder & Collyer in 1865 (7) and finally conveyed 
to them in 1908 (4). Their brewery was sold to the City of London Brewery in 
1919 and closed in 1936 when Ind Coope bought 130 of its houses, including our Rail-
way Hotel and Rose & Crown (7), both of which they soon rebuilt. The adjoining 
property on the west had been acquired in 1931 (4) and the opportunity was taken 
to build across the whole site and set the building back, freeing 55 square yards 
for road widening. The use of the same sandstone features and long thin bricks 
in both houses suggests they were the work of the same architect, Glanfield. A 
wrought iron finial in the form of a rose and crown is now damaged. A 70 deep 
well with 7' running water was sealed in 1940 and in the war one cellar was used 
as a shelter for 70 people (5). 

Our photograph, taken shortly before rebuilding in 1939, shows the 'old-
fashioned cottage', 32'9" long, its lower storey refaced in c.1880 (21), and the 
adjoining site subsequently incorporated. On the roof there was an ice plant 
(houseleek), traditionally thought to protect buildings from lightening (22). 

REFERENCES: (I) Victuallers' Recognizances, E. Sussex Record Office, QDL/El. 
(2) Census, exinf. Mrs D.F.Neville. (3) Bulletin 16 (Feb.1975), pp.1,9. 
(4) Ind Coope deeds. (5) E.G.Observer, 31 Dec.1948. (6) Universal British 
Directory. (7) Nalder & Collyer deeds, Surrey Record Office (337/1/79-87). 
(8) Parish register. (9) Monument in churchyard. (10) W.Sussex Record 
Office, PAR348/4. (ii.) Tithe Award, ex inf. P.D.Wood. (12) Pigot's Directory. 
(13) Robson's Directory. (14) Kelly's Directory. (15) Census, ex inf. P.D. 
Wood. (16) E.  Steer, Reminiscences, E.G. Observer , 1899. (17) Doing the 
Impossible (N.D.), p.27. (18) Steer's E.G.Almanack. (19) W.H.Hills, 
History of East Grinstead (1906), p.175.  (20) Parish magazine. (21) Com-
parison of photographs. (22) Recollection of late Mr G.E.Leppard. 
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THE HOPE BREWERY 	 by M . J Leppard 

In 1963 I was enabled by the kindness of Messrs Tarnplin of Brighton to exam-
ine the deeds of all their properties in East Grinstead, including the Brewery 
formerly on the site of our fire station (TQ  389386)0 What follows is derived 
from those deeds unless otherwise indicated. I have not attempted to mention 
every deed 9  nor every detail of the descent of the property, but only those that 
throw light on its use. 

The deeds start in 1762. From 1770 to 1869 they call the property Strongs 
but that name can in fact be traced back to 1677 in the court books of the manor 
of Sheffield-Grinstead, where in 1757 it is Strongs late Tylers before Brownings 

(I), thus identifying it with Brownings Croft mentioned in the same vicinity in 

1579 (2). 

The fact that one of the parties to the first deed, 1762 9  is John Luiham, malt-

ster, suggests that the site might already have been involved with brewing by 
then. It could well have been the brewery used in 1794 by William Harman, 
victualler at the Green Dragon and brewer on the Common (3). In 1799, when 
the Dragon no longer sold ' liquors ' ,  he is described as malt dealer (4). 

Successive occupants listed in a deed of 1840 almost certainly used the site 
for brewing: Thomas Wood, William Rose, Richard Randall and Edward Draw-
bridge. For Wood (the late occupant in a deed of 1828) is recorded as a brewer 
in a directory for 1828 (5), from 1807 to 1811 he held the White Lion (6) and he is 
probably the Wood listed as a malt dealer in 1799 (4). Rose is recorded as hold-
ing a brewhouse valued at £10 in 1825, in the right area (7), and the Dorset Arms 
from 1823 to 1832 (8), but nothing more has yet been found out about Randall and 
Drawbridge. 

In 1828 the property was acquired by a victualler of Bermondsey who two 
years later mortgaged it as a brewer of Tooting. In 1839 Burt and Hooker are 
recorded as brewers, at the Hope Brewery (5) 9  the first use of the name, and 
when T.R.Burt put it up for auction in 1844 the sale particulars said it was built 
within the last few years and there is no other brewery nearer than Godstone . 
It was bought by Edward Kenward, maltster of TJckfield, for £280. 

The next year Kenward, as corn merchant and brewer of Uckfield, acquired 
part of the adjoining Moat Farm. In 1857 he leased the brewery for 14 years to 
Charles Absalom, brewer, who seems to have continued to hold it (from 1861 on 
a mortgage) until in 1877, having retired, he in turn leased it to John Thomas 
Dashwood, brewer. In 1895 Southdown and East Grinstead Breweries Ltd was 
registered to acquire the businesses of Dashwood & Co., Hope Brewery, East 
Grinstead and A.G.S. and T.S. Manning, Southdown Brewery, Lewes. The 

story of this firm (bought out by Tarnplins in 1923) is told by R.Bristow in Sussex 
Industrial Archaeology Study Group Newsletter, no.5 (April 1970). 

In 1868 extra insurance was taken out for a steam engine erected in the Hope 
Brewery. In 1895 a pseudonymous complaint about the brewery ' s steam whistle 
was published in the East Grinstead Observer for 6 April, followed the next week 
by letters of support for it from Va  working man's wife' and Mr T.Isley. 

With the brewery deeds are those of Fowlers, the adjoining property on the 
east, from 1790 9  though again the name can be traced back to 1677 in the 
Sheffield-Grinstead court books (i). 



After frequent changes of ownership, including members of the Burt family of 
brewers from 1814 to 1874, this property was acquired by Dashwood in 1879 but 
by then it had been known for at least a year as Brewery Row or Brewery Cottages. 
It seems as if they were replaced by the Brewery House, occupied by T.S. 
Manning in 1906 (9) and apparently later renamed Norton House (demolished 
1966). 

The brewery closed in c.1920 and was demolished but its malthouse in 
Station Road, opposite, still stands, converted to the uses of the British legion. 
We have two Southdown and East Grinstead Breweries bottles in the Museum but 
no photographs of the brewery have ever been traced. Any reader who can lend 
such a photograph or supply any other information on this or other breweries in 
the town is urged to do so. It is hoped to publish an article on brewing else-
where in East Grinstead in our next issue. 

REFERENCES: (i) Court books in E.Sussex Record Office; information from Mr 
P.D.Wood. (2) Survey of bounds of borough (Sussex Archaeological Trust, 
Barbican House, Lewes, Budgen MSS vol.118). (3) Universal British Directory. 
(4) Palmer ' s Poetical Directory of East Grinstead. (5) Pigot's Directory. 
(6) White Lion deeds (Tamplins). (7) Parish valuation, W.Sussex Record Office 
PAR 348/30/1. (8) Pigots Directories, (9) W.H.Hills, The History of East 
Grinstead (1906), p.278. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
	

M.J.L. 

K.M.Webb, The Administration of the Poor Law in the Parish of Lingfield 
1805-1850 (MS dissertation, copy at Lingfield Public Library) concerns a parish 
which formed part of the East Grinstead Union, on whose Guardians minutes it 
draws as well as on parochial records. In 1835 Lingfield workhouse was re-
served for the boys of the whole union. 

THE SUSSEX GENEALOGIST AND LOCAL HISTORIAN, vol.2, no.4 (March 1981) 
includes a transcription of the monumental inscriptions in our Zion Chapel and 
a note of how the East Grinstead Poor Law Union used the workhouses of the con-
stituent parishes, 1835-51, based on the dissertation noted above. 

EDUCATION AND CONFLICT: Parts 4 9  5 and 6 of Mrs Neville 's dissertation, on 
respectively the closure of Paynes School, 1839-47, the controversy between 
the Vicar and the Rev.J.Biomfield, and Mr Duplex the schoolmaster, have 
appeared in the Sussex Family Historian g  vol.4, nos 5 (Sept.1980), 6 (Dec.1980) 
and 7 (March 1981). The last also reprinted, with permission, the article on 
our earliest parish register from Bulletin 29. 

S.Farrant, Medieval Sussex: A Bibliography (University of Sussex Centre For 
Continuing Education, 1980, 60 n.p., postage extra) fills an obvious lack and is 
particularly helpfully presented. 

SUSSEX BIBLIOGRAPHY 1979 has recently appeared, in the same format as its 
predecessors. It is, as ever, particularly strong on local government pub-
lications and journalism, which can all too easily elude the historian working 
many years on. (50 n.p. at Public Library) 

THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH for 26 October 1980 contained a long, full and balanced 
article on the state of local retail  trade (C .Dawson, Battle for Survival in the 
High St.') that will provide future historians with a quantity of accurate detail 
that it would be difficult for them to reconstruct. 
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BRICKMAKING IN EAST GRINSTEAD: ADDITIONAL NOTES by M.J.Leppard 

In an article in Bulletin 27 (September 1979) several kinds of evidence for the 
history of brickmaking were brought together 9  including place-names 9  but one 
place-name not taken into consideration though quite possibly to be explained by 
brickmaking is Claypit. 

The Buckhurst Terrier 9  1597/8 9  includes among the copyholds of Imberhorne 
one acre called Ciaypitt for which no bounds are given but it is held with a tene-
ment at Ware 9  also unidentified but possibly in the Hurst-an-Clays area. 

Precisely locatable are Claypitts and Claypitts Gate 9  first noted in the 1650 
Parliamentary Survey 9  which correspond to the modern Priors Farm (TQ 413341). 
Claypitts Gate is found as late as the 1882 Ashdown Forest case map. Claypitts 
(Farm) can be traced up to the 1855 Kelly's directory. in a lease of 1675 it is 
Claypitts over against Priory Land. Priory Farm can be traced from 1546 so it 
is a complication that in 1828 and 1836 Priory or Clay pits farm is valued as one 
In an enfranchisement of 1735 it is two pieces of land called Clay Pits otherwise 
Wales Borrough at Clay Pitts Gate. The same document mentions 8 acres of 
assert land called Clay Pitts, presumably the same site or adjoining it. 

Other information noted since that article and the supplementary notes in 
Bulletin 28 were written may be summarised as follows. 

PARAGRAPHS 3 & 4 (Waterworks site, TQ 391387) Steer also states that Turley 
was succeeded by Mr Reif and then by the late Mr Charles Waters. Another near--  

- 

by site now or formerly used as a brickfield belonging to Dr John Henry Rogers 
and occupied by Mr James Chariwood U  is mentioned as the N .W. boundary of the 
site authorised for new works by the 1878 Act for Incorporating the East Grinstead 
Gas and Water Company. 

PARAGRAPHS 4 & 5 Steer also states 'Nearly the whole of the land lying in the 
circle formed by the London, Maypole and I m berhorne- Roads has been dug over 
for brickmaking. I believe the very first stock 9  or as they were then called 
clamp, bricks were made in the Imberhorne-lane, on the land now occupied by Mr 
Best, the late Mr Silvester, then landlord of the Fox Inn, Three Bridges, opening 
the yard. U  (This is opposite the Pottery site; Imberhorne Lane or Road is the 
traditional name for our modern Park Road and Chapmans Lane.) 

PARAGRAPH 7: The Shoveistrode brickworks (424393) is also mentioned in the 
Sussex Express of 6 Feb. 1883 (as one of the boundaries of the proposed Local 
Government Board district) and in 1885 in East Grinstead and Its Environs, p.96. 

OTHER K,Marx, Bluebell Line Historical Album 9  1879-1965 (1978) 9  p. 49 says of 
Imberhorne viaduct (1882) 'As with so many of Joseph FirbankUs  works on the 
line the typical rich red brick was fashioned by the navvies at kilns near their 
encampments ' .  

Steer ' s Ashurst Wood and Forest Row Aimanack for 1887 lists John Waters, 
wood and hay dealer and brickmaker, Limes (sic) Farm, Forest Row (445347). 
In the 1888 edition the address is given as Hartfield Road, Forest Row. 

Further addenda will be published from time to time. Readers are urged to 
send any references known to them. 


